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Sage Gateshead: for artists, for audiences, 
for the north, for the long term



Sage Gateshead – original 

ambitions

1. International quality Concert Hall for [Royal] Northern Sinfonia

2. Outstanding acoustics, with no compromise

3. Uniquely equipped facility for traditional music and musicians

4. All musics, with equal emphasis, for all audiences and communities

5. Regional music education centre, equal emphasis with performance,
in Sage Gateshead, regionwide, nationally and internationally

6. Regional centre for national / international conferences 

7. Iconic waterfront statement 

8. Kick-start to Quays redevelopment, and thereby town centre
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Sage Gateshead – 10 year 

statistics

3,000+  Performances

1.5 million participants in Creative Learning activity

6 million Visitors 

Compared with original pre-opening predictions

2x turnover

4x conferencing income

5x learning and participation income

Raised £11m Endowment; before opening – we have since raised a second 

endowment for £6m

£283m Regional Economic Contribution (6x cost of SG building)
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Sage Gateshead in 2018

1. Significantly increase the number and range of people connected with music

2.  Excellence, innovation and inclusion. Live and digital programmes.  

• A music centre for the 21st century: 

• Multi-genre programming for first timers through to avid fans

• Home to Royal Northern Sinfonia and Folkworks

• Creative Learning, particularly for children and young people.

• Artist development for the next generation of musicians

3.   A sustainable business model for the organisation

4.   Our people and partnerships will be strong, flexible and outward facing
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Gateshead Quays 

development 

• Arena (12,500 capacity)
• Conference (2,000 

capacity) and Exhibition 
Centre (7,500 sqm 
exhibition space and 2,800 
sqm of meeting space)

• Hotels
• Leisure (Food and 

Beverage)
• Parking
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Anticipated Social and 

Economic Benefits  

• Hundreds of thousands of visitors to Gateshead Quays each year - many 
will be additional visitors to the region, bringing additional spend.  

• Development anticipated to support over 1,000 jobs - most from 
increased hotel, food & beverage and visitor activity (e.g. car parking; 
travel, additional leisure activity both at events, and from event visitors 
returning to enjoy what the region has to offer in their leisure/holiday 
time etc), but also through additional goods and services generated to 
support the new venues – including event production, stand design, 
technical solutions etc.  

• Events and conferences will foster long term commercial links between 
national and international customers and regional companies. 
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